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Lamentations 1:1-6; Lamentations 3:19-26; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
How much is enough?  This is a fundamental question for all of us:  How much really is enough?  Enough time, enough money, enough faith.  Especially at this time of year when we start seriously thinking about stewardship of our time, talent, and treasure.
Throughout our recent gospel readings in Luke, Jesus has set his face toward Jerusalem. On the way, he continuously talks about the life of discipleship.  He teaches his disciples about hospitality, welcoming and helping strangers, seeking lost sheep, visiting prisoners, lost coins, prodigal sons, and the rich man and Lazarus.
Then he really lays it on in Chapter 17 by saying that if you cause anyone to sin, may you sleep with the fishes, wearing cement overshoes!  And you must rebuke those who sin, and forgive those who repent seven times a day.  Is it any wonder the disciples cry out, "Increase our faith"?  They are being asked to assume major leadership positions in the community of Christ.  And no one wants to end up in the proverbial sleep with the fishes.

For much of the gospel, Jesus has questioned the faith of the disciples. "You have such little faith," he says often. "Where is your faith?" he asks on the stormy sea when the disciples think he doesn’t care about them.  So it is only natural that they cry out, "Give us more…give us more faith...increase it, please, so that we can succeed at what you want from us."

This cry is a familiar cry, isn’t it?  Whenever the church is faced with challenges, we say we need more:  we need more resources, we need more planning, we need more people, we need more faith, we need more, more, more of everything before we can do what Jesus calls us to do.  We know how the disciples are feeling.  We put off leading a Bible study until we know more about the Bible.  Or, we say we can’t be involved in an important project or serve the church in some capacity until we have more time.  Or, we put off increasing our pledge until we are making more money.  Take a moment and tap into those feelings of needing more of whatever it is you think you do not have, before listening to Jesus' response.

His response exemplifies what is wonderful about Jesus and his method of training us and developing our discipleship.  Jesus says that you do not need to increase your faith; you simply need the tiniest bit of faith imaginable.  A grain of mustard seed's worth of faith can empower you to do great things.  If you know anything about mustard seeds, you know that they are among the tiniest of seeds, about the size of poppy seeds, but they grow into the hardiest of large bushes.

Which is to say, unless you have no faith, you already have enough. You have enough!  What you have is sufficient.  Tap into that; own it!  Then live into it.
As we read in our catechism in the back of the Book of Common Prayer, we are to bear witness to Christ wherever we may be, and "according to the gifts given us, to carry on Christ's work of reconciliation in the world."  This is the definition of lay ministry in the church.  For this we were baptized.  This definition acknowledges that we have all been given gifts and resources.  
As St. Paul makes clear in his letter to the Corinthians, we do not all have the same gifts, but we all have gifts necessary to do the things Jesus does.  Imagine, you and you and you and you, and I have everything necessary to do what Jesus does and what he has called each one of us to do.  And most astonishing of all, in the fourteenth chapter of John, Jesus tells us, "…and greater things than these you will do."  Take a moment and let this sink in.  We are promised by Jesus that with the gifts we have been given, we will do greater things than he does.  What a promise!

Jesus goes on to say that, at the end of the day, when you have used the gifts you already have been given, you may still feel as if you have not done enough—that you do not have enough to give.  You will still feel somehow unworthy. 
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However, If you are filled with the love of God, with the Holy Spirit, so perfectly created in God's own generous and giving image, you will always want to do more for God's sake and your neighbors' sake.  If you seek God first and foremost in your life, you will love the Lord your God with all of your heart, and soul, and mind, and strength—and your neighbor as yourself.  Obey this command, and you will have all the faith you need.  You will have all of the gifts, the strength, and the resources to do what pleases God and helps bring about God’s Kingdom.
You see, this kind of faith has more to do with trust than it does belief.  Belief is what you can conjure up on your own and take hold of.  But true faith has more to do with trust.  We trust in God’s promises.  Trust what you have—what God has given you. Trust what you have to give.  It is more than enough.  Trust what you can do in Christ’s name.  You can uproot trees.  
I remember hearing this verse when I was only about 5 years old, and I went out to the garden and commanded a flower I had planted to move from one spot to another.  Well, you know what happened, or shall I say, didn’t happen.  At that age, I didn’t understand metaphor or the subtleties of analogy.  But, Jesus says that you can move mountains. The lame will walk, the blind will see.  Loaves will multiply so that there's enough to feed everyone.  We will see miracles in our midst!  And, recently we have seen some miracles in this congregation through the generosity of God’s people.  You see, once you have trusted God, you will also believe God’s promises as you see them come to pass.

In Paul’s letter to Timothy that we read this morning, Paul writes, “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”  I memorized this verse when I was a teenager, at that time from the King James Version of the Bible.  The verse reads that God did not give us a spirit of timidity…”  Now, I seriously do not think that anyone here is a coward, but I think you would agree with me that we are times timid in our faith or in stepping out in mission.
Paul goes on to say that “we are called with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to (God’s) own purpose and grace.”  As you sow, you shall receive.  As you follow Christ, you will begin to lead.  If only you have faith as small as a mustard seed.

The latest edition of Oprah magazine states on the cover, “Own your power!”  There is Oprah, powerful woman extraordinaire, beautifully coiffed, all flaws air brushed, fans blowing her hair back and the lighting just right.  Thanks, Oprah, for paraphrasing what Jesus has always taught us.  Friends, own your power—that power within you given by the Holy Spirit to be Christ in a Christ-less society.  Own the power within you to live fearlessly, instead of being beaten down or beaten up.  Own the power of the faith and the gifts that God has already given you.  Move from being a victim to being a mover and shaker disciple of Jesus in all aspects of your life, whether in secular employment or on behalf of his Church.

But, when you really think about it, the truth is that for those of us who follow the living Christ, there really is no longer secular life—only life lived as sacrament.  Because when we trust in God-given faith, gifts of the spirit, and power within us, all that we touch and do becomes sacrament.  That is why we will be able to do what Jesus did and more.  Do what he is calling you to do.  Ask, seek, knock!  Give of your time, your talent, and your treasure without holding back and watch for the miracles.

How much is enough?  We do not need to ask that question.  Enough is whatever God has given us—right now.  Trust that God is who God says God is.  Have faith!  The Kingdom of God is at hand, my friends.  We can reach out and touch it, feel its nearness, smell it, taste it, and participate in its fullness.  If only we have the tiniest bit of faith, God's will WILL be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Resource:  Spiritual Reflection by Kirk Alan Kubicek, that first appeared in the Sermons That Work section of the Episcopal Church's Congregation Development, as reprinted in “Episcopal Life Online,” October 7, 2007.
