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I am always amazed at Jesus’ fortitude in ministry.  Not long after he has entered Jerusalem “triumphantly,” the Sadducees seek to ensnare him in a theological conundrum.  These nitpickers suddenly want to ask Jesus about who is married to whom in heaven.  
They could have asked him about why he had just hurled the money changers out of the temple.  Or why the people seem to hang onto his every word.  Or what the Parable of the Wicked Tenants is really saying about their religious leadership.  Why didn’t they ask him to explain more completely his theological rationale about the payment of taxes to Caesar?
A little background about the Sadducees might be helpful.  They not only disavowed the resurrection of the dead and the immortality of the soul, but they also discounted any teaching that wasn’t directly from the Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy—the first five books of the bible).  To even the Pharisees’ constant derision, the Sadducees also denied all of the oral “Traditions of the Elders.”  Finally, they denied the resurrection of the body because they could find no evidence of it in these first five books of scripture.

The Sadducees, in many ways, have come to represent religionists of all times and faiths who insist on “majoring in the minors.”  
They oddly remind me of the parishioner who times your sermon each week and then lets you know at the door if you stayed within your allotted time (according to his personal idea of how long a sermon should be, that is).  
They also remind me of the crotchety old lady who cornered her priest after church one Sunday and exclaimed, “If our Lord Jesus could hear this newfangled liturgy, he would roll over in his grave!”  (The greater error here is not new liturgy.  I mean, really, Jesus in his grave?  Hello?)

Majoring in minors:  that’s Sadduceeism!  Rather than asking Jesus a profound question about the nature of the Kingdom, or when God might restore Israel to Davidic preeminence, the Sadducees ask Jesus a question that is a cross between how many angels can fit on the head of a pin, and how many Episcopalians it takes to change a light bulb.
As to the first question, Medievalists debated the answer to this question for centuries without an answer.  Of course, the answer to the second is easy:  It takes two Episcopalians:  One to make the cocktails and the other to call the electrician.

But these Sadducees, having a rather low view of the afterlife, pose the one-bride-for-seven-brothers mind-teaser for Jesus.  (Frankly, I would have called for an investigation after the second brother died, but well, this is a parable.)  With the gallows looming before him, it is surprising that Jesus gives them any answer at all.  But answer them he does—and this is the only answer he gives in the first three Gospels on the subject of resurrection.

First, Jesus tells them that those who enter into the “resurrection of the dead” don’t have to worry about marital contracts.  Resurrection is a wholly new, unparalleled state of being—not a 
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continuation of earthly existence with its institutions of binding agreements.  Resurrection is beyond all of those terms, making it inconceivable in human language.  Despite the hype of “life-after-death” bestsellers, what happens to us after death is ultimately a mystery, an incomprehensible, all-embracing reality grounded in God’s love and faithfulness.

So the seven brothers—and the poor woman to whom all of them would have been married—don’t have to fret about who belongs to whom in the afterlife.  
The truth is that after they become like “angels” and “children of God” in the resurrection, blood tests and marriage licenses will be totally obsolete.  They will be as useless in heaven as the ark was to Noah after he reached Mt. Ararat.

Jesus also sets the Sadducees straight on another count.  Citing the encounter between Moses and God at the burning bush, where Moses speaks of the Holy One as “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;” even though these patriarchs were long gone from the face of the earth—Jesus instructs the Sadducees that God lives even if we die.  And that we go on living in God, who is the only indestructible and imperishable reality.
Luke, however, does end this scene on an upbeat note.  Some of the nitpicking Sadducees seem to turn out to be teachable after all.  They commend Jesus for his wisdom (v. 39).  The rest just keep quiet.

Well, what is here for us today?  Is there a lesson in resurrection living that we can take to heart and run with?

Megan McKenna, the prolific and profound Catholic writer, saw it this way when she was leading a Bible study.  She shares the following vignette in her book Not Counting Women and Children:  Neglected Stories from the Bible (Orbis Books, 1994).

“Once in a parish mission when I was studying this scripture (Luke 7:11-17) with a large group, someone called out harshly, ‘Have you ever brought someone back from the dead?’  I had been saying that life happens when we are interrupted, and that some of the most powerful acts of resurrection happen to the least likely people; that we are the people of resurrection and hope, called to live passionately and compassionately with others, to defy death, to forgive, and to bring others back into the community, to do something that is life-giving, that fights death and needless suffering.  And then this challenge from the back of the church.

“My response was, ‘Yes.’  I went on to say, ‘Every time I bring hope into a situation, every time I bring joy that shatters despair, every time I forgive others and give them back dignity and the possibility of a future with me and others in the community, every time I listen to others and affirm them and their life, every time I speak the truth in public, every time I confront injustice—yes—I bring people back from the dead.”
What about you?  What about me?  Have any of us ever brought anyone back from the dead?  Let’s identify some ways that we can practice resurrection in our daily lives.

1. Give your full attention to whatever you are doing, and you’ll recognize the constant renewal of life all around you.
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2. Walk the path of beauty and notice the spiritual radiance in people, places, and growing things in nature—more signs of rebirth.

3. Leave the past to God’s mercy.  Leave the future to God’s discretion.  Living in the present moment, the only time when God brings forth new life, is a way of affirming your belief in resurrection.

4. Whenever, with compassion, you open your heart, mind, and soul to the pain of the world, you help bring suffering beings back into the land of the living.

5. When you cultivate the art of making important human connections, the walls of separation come crashing down; and new life can spring up out of the rubble.

6. When you regularly pray for others as part of your devotional activities, you are practicing resurrection.

7. Enthusiasm for life is the sign of a life-giver.  When you can laugh and sing and relish life, instead of moping around like a curmudgeon, constantly finding fault, you are practicing resurrection.

8. Faith enables us to live with confidence amidst doubt and paradox.  When you can trust in your relationship with God, all kinds of leaps and rebirths are possible.

9. Every time you forgive someone, another resurrection is in the making.

10. Every time you accept God’s grace in your life and see it in the world around you, your own resurrection is in the making.

11. Practice gratitude and you are slaying the death-dealing forces of boredom, despair, and taking things for granted.

12. Bring hope to someone in despair, bring healing to those in conflict, and you are contributing to the ongoing resurrection.
13. Give the best you can to the work of the church, instead f the least or what’s left over, so that you can invest in and help further the Kingdom of God.
Friends, we are Resurrection People.  If we are to live into this glorious state of being, we need to see life with Jesus’ eyes, hear life with Jesus’ ears, understand life with Jesus’ mind, give to and work for life with Jesus’ hands, follow with Jesus’ feet, and love with Jesus’ heart.  
Then we will see God’s life and the potential for it in everyone and in everything.  It is all good and beautiful and life giving.  It’s the Kingdom of God.  And in those areas where we do not see God’s life, what is to keep us from starting to practice resurrection today?
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