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Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:25-35, 37; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 (25-27)
In Texas during the Depression, Ira Yates was like many other ranchers and farmers.  He had a lot of land, and a lot of debt.  Mr. Yates wasn't able to make enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the mortgage, and he was in danger of losing his ranch.  With little money for the barest necessities, his family (like many others) had to live on government subsidy.

 

One day a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract.  At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve.  The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day.  Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large.  In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a government test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day.  
And Mr. Yates owned it all.  When he purchased the land, his deed included the oil and mineral rights.  Yet, he'd been living on relief:  a multimillionaire living in poverty.  The problem?  He didn't know the oil was there even though he owned it.  
It is fair to say that you and I are a lot like Mr. Yates at times.  We are heirs of a vast treasure and yet we live in spiritual poverty.  We are entitled to the gifts of God’s Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s energizing power; yet we live unaware of our birthright.
  

Pentecost is the Feast Day each year when we gather to remember how rich we are.  We gather to reignite the fire of that first Pentecost, and to turn in our spiritual rags for spiritual resources, that, like Mr. Yates’ oil wells, go deep into our Christian roots and heritage.

As Jesus is assembled with his disciples in verses after today’s gospel, he repeats his assurance of God’s peace and adds, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20, v. 21).  This was the charge to ministry that was to shape their lives from then on.  But, to accomplish the formidable task of bearing truth to the world, God did not intend for the disciples to be sent forth alone.
Just as the Holy Spirit had been present with Jesus in full measure throughout his ministry, so this same empowerment would be available for the disciples as they work to build a Church.  And it was time for the whole Body of Christ in the world to be empowered as well.  He tells them that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them.
The promise that God had made to Abraham, that he and his children would be a blessing to all the nations of the world was being fulfilled.  The promises to Israel now extend through Jesus to the Spirit—and to all the nations of the world.  Jesus bridges the gap between fallen humanity and a holy, righteous God.  And then to insure that these new children of God can live into this new, life-giving relationship with God and with each other, he sends the Holy Spirit.  
The Spirit is described as both wind and fire.  In Hebrew and in Greek the same word means both wind and spirit.  Both cleanse and both can consume.  They are both awesome and dangerous.  Because when they are received by those who confess Jesus as Lord, nothing is the same.  All things become new and the process of transformation and sanctification begins.

But too often, we don’t live like the blessed children of God that we are.  Scripture tells us that by our fruits, we shall be known.  Likewise, by our lack of fruit or the rotten fruit we display, we are also known, and so we show ourselves to be spiritual paupers.  The results can be devastating to personal lives and 
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to faith communities like our own.  Just like what is going on the Gulf of Mexico with the horrendous, seemingly unstoppable oil leak, we can spew forth “unholy oil” in ways that kill, pollute, waste, and bring about destruction in the Church and in God’s intention for our lives.  
Two aspects of spiritual poverty can be seen in our churches.  The first shows itself as half-hearted commitment to Christ and the Church:

· Poor attendance and participation at worship services
· Disinterest in God’s word and prayer

· Watching the church struggle financially when you have the means to make a difference

· Lack of concern for what is wrong in the world, and needs that go unmet:  hunger, injustice, disease, and arrogant abuse of “this fragile earth, our island home”

· Inability or even disdain at the idea of sharing Jesus with the world—through both word and deed.  “Oh dear, I might offend someone!” 
· Misaligned priorities—everything else comes before church.  
Second, lack of Holy Spirit presence in our lives shows itself in behaviors and attitudes:

· A critical spirit—finding fault with the way others in the church and in our community practice their God-given gifts.  And guess what, as long as you keep finding fault, they will never be able to please you because you send out so much negative energy that you cripple their efforts and set them up for failure.

· Sinful practices or habits—you know what I’m talking about—(wink, wink) those things that “everyone does,” the behaviors that we rationalize away.  
· Lack of love—being able to look past a serious need or a task that needs to be done and feel nothing.

· Self-righteousness, which leads to lack of generosity.  I’ve pulled myself up by my bootstraps.  Let everyone else do the same.
· Anger, addictions, fear, and dissension in many places.
These are harsh indictments, but in order to heal and grow, we need to name our dis-eases.  It’s time to stop making excuses for ourselves:  My life has been hard, my marriage stinks, my job is stressful, my health is failing, I’ve lost loved ones, I’m lonely, I’m depressed about the state of the world, it’s all the government’s fault…the list goes on.
We have not because we ask not!  Ask and you shall receive!  Seek and you shall find!  Knock and the door will be opened to you!  God’s Holy Spirit is alive, a consuming fire for the dross in our lives, and a powerful presence to fill the voids left by the cleansing fire.

An insightful story is told about St. Augustine, who before his conversion was anything but a saint.  But soon after his conversion, he was walking down the street in Milan, Italy.  He passed on the street a prostitute whom he had known most intimately.  She called out to him in an alluring manner as many times before, but he would not answer and kept on walking.

“Augustine,” she called again.  “It is I!”

Without missing a beat and with the assurance of Christ in his heart, he replied, “Yes, but it is no longer I.”  Because of Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit in his life, Augustine was a changed man.  He was truly a new creation and had the power to live into it.
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I know I’m preaching to the choir this morning.  All of you here are Christians.  But are you living in the power of Jesus’ Spirit?  You can tell by your fruit or lack of it.  Take your own personal inventory.  The fruit of the Spirit as Paul tells us in Galatians is love, peace, joy, kindness, patience, gentleness, and self-control.  
Pentecost is the celebration of God’s fullness, imagination and love breaking into the world and empowering us to bear the fruit of the Spirit.  It’s a choice each one of us must make.  Like the disciples, we are huddled here together this morning.  
Are you willing to invite the Holy Spirit to refresh, renew, and empower you so that you can produce fruit for God’s Kingdom?  Are you available to God in the fullness that God intends for your life?  
Can God count on you to be part of what God wants to do at, in and through St. Mark’s Church?  I believe that God wants to do something extraordinary in this church.  If I didn’t believe that I wouldn’t have accepted the call to be your priest two years ago.  
The Spirit of God is here, waiting patiently, and that same Spirit wants to break out.  There is no limit to what can be accomplished in this place if we allow and invite the Holy Spirit to take control. 
(I shared this story with the 8 am service and I share it with you:  Every Sunday, as I sit along the right side of the altar while Don sets the altar for communion, I look upward at the high stained glass window, which shows a peacock in full plume.  
When the confirmands and I went to the Cathedral for Night-watch, and when the Acolytes and I went to the Cathedral for the Acolyte Festival, we had a marvelous experience.  On the Cathedral grounds live several peacocks.  One is particularly king around the place.  The security guards call him “the Bishop” because he apparently rules the grounds.  When we were leaving the Cathedral on both occasions the same thing happened.  This peacock was in the parking lot, blocking us from pulling out.  He was in full plume, spectacular as he displayed his beautiful feathers and strutted in circles in full array for us.  His beautiful plumes quivered and shook as he danced and showed us his finery. 
I can’t help but think that this is how we appear to God when we function in the fullness of God’s spirit.  God delights in us just as we delighted in this creature of God who performed for us in all his glory.)

Let us pray…
Come Holy Spirit, come and fill us fresh and new.  Cleanse us and purge us of those things that keep you from breaking into our lives and setting our souls on fire with your love and power in ways that we have never before experienced.  
Come Holy Spirit, come and inspire our hearts so that we will be witnesses to your love and grace in our community and in the world.  Help us to live into being the very blessed and gifted children you call us to be.  
Come Holy Spirit, come and grow in us, we pray, the gifts of your Holy Spirit:  love, joy, peace, kindness, patience, gentleness, and self-control, which result in generosity of spirit; for against such things nothing can prevail.   Amen
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