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“Jesus’ Growth is the Model of the Church’s Growth”
The general view of this gospel of Luke is displaying Jesus’ attitude to the marginalized people like women, poor, outcast people, Gentiles, the lame, sick people and children. 
All these groups of people were disregarded by the Jews.  In this passage Luke, gives us

the beginning of Jesus’ life since his childhood.  According to the Church calendar, we are still in Epiphany, to make Jesus Christ to be known in this world. As we see in Luke 2:11 when angels announced to the herdsmen that the “Savior had been born to you, he is Christ”
Simeon says “For my eyes have seen your salvation.” (Luke2:30).   In this passage, we see Jesus when he was 12 years old (Luke 2, 40-52).  Luke describes the growth of Jesus that he was growing well, in strength, wisdom in statue and in favor with God and “men”. [Luke 2:52] NIV. But RSV says God and “man” RSV is right according to our contemporary translation that includes women.
Jesus’ wisdom is seen here when was seen listening and asking questions of the teachers in the temple courts, (verse 46).  The final same statement is given by God himself, “this is my beloved son whom I am well pleased” Luke 3:22.  A measure of a mature tree is found when it bears fruit. pleasing God was result of Jesus’  strength, wisdom and his stature.
In Ephesians 4:13-14, the Bible says until we all reach unity in the faith and in the

knowledge of the Son of God and become  mature, attaining to the whole measure of the

fullness of Christ,  then we will no longer be infants  (Verse 14).

Dear brothers and sisters, we Christians have been called by God to please him.  Every mature Christian has to bear the spiritual fruit, mentioned in Galatians “but the fruit of the

spirit is love, joy, peach, patience, kindness goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control” (Galatians 5:22).

We can’t bear fruit unless we remain in the word of God.  Jesus says “I am the vine and

you are the branches; each branch which will remain in me will bear much fruit.  Remaining in Jesus Christ requires cost such as patience, faithfulness, truth and to forgive others. In order to afford to live in this kind of life needs strength, wisdom and maturity.

Because to forgive others is strength, to love enemies is strength, to feel happy from been criticized is strength.  
Jesus is our model.  He was perfect God and perfect man.  He came to share our humanity,  He felt hunger, weariness, and sorrow, but he didn’t do any evil.  He continued to please God as long as he was living.  
Many Christians are heard today saying, oh, we are human beings, we are so weak, so we can’t please God.  Let us remember that as long as we are remaining in Jesus Christ, we are supposed to grow and to reach to the level of Jesus himself  (Eph. 4:  13-14).  This is the goal of our Christianity. 
Mature Christianity with abundant good fruit can transform this entire world because we

will be known by the outsiders by our good and attractive fruit.  People will come to learn

from us to require comfort, to be strengthened and also to have shelter and rest. Harmony, love and unity should start from family level, community, state and then will permeate in entire world. 

For instance, supporting orphans and other people who are in need in Tanzania and other places in the world and to be involved assisting the church’s mission is the fruit of love and compassion comes from you Americans. This spiritual characteristic was found in Jesus Christ himself.  The role of the church as Jesus ambassadors is not only to proclaim but to practice love, compassion, joy, peace, patience forgiveness and unity in the society.  
God is always pleased by such kind of life.  In every single minute, we should ask ourselves this question:  “Is God happy with us?”  If our answer is “yes” that is really a life which is pleasing God.

Oh Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for our word that we have to grow and produce fruit, help us Lord to grow as you grew in strength, in stature and in wisdom so that we can 

please you and our fellow humans. Help us to love your word which is a unique source 

of our spiritual growth.                      Amen.
