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Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13;  Exodus 14:10-15:1;  Ezekiel 36:24-28;  Ezekiel 37:1-14; Zephaniah 3:14-20;  Romans 6:3-11;  Matthew 28:1-10
My comments this evening will be short after all of the scripture readings we heard this evening that tell of some of the greatest events in salvation history.  But, I want to ask you a question.  Do you know that you’ve already died?  That’s right—all who believe in Jesus as the Christ of God and have been baptized into his death have already entered into new and eternal life.  

As Paul tells us in Romans, those of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.  Baptism symbolizes death to our old lives, that very human part of us that gets us into trouble.  When we come up out of the waters of baptism, we are cleansed from the baseness of our human nature, we are forgiven for all of our sins, and we rise to new life in Christ.  Behold all things become new!  We are filled with the Spirit of God.  This very spirit is the new life of God within us.

Think about it.  If Jesus, as both human and divine, both man and God, imparts his life to us, we are no longer slaves to our base human instincts and appetites.  God’s spirit within us gives us strength and power to resist sinful thoughts and actions, when we call upon him.  That’s what Paul is saying when he writes, “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.”   Just as we have died with Christ in baptism, we now live with him.  This is cause for celebration.  
Resurrection, freedom from our sin, eternal life with God, empowerment by the Holy Spirit—it is no wonder we say Alleluia!

However, in this evening’s gospel passage, the women who go to the tomb to attend to Jesus’ corpse are not saying Alleluia.  No, they are frightened by the appearance of an angel of the Lord and the empty tomb.  But, the angel tells them, “Do not be afraid.”  Yet they leave the angel and the empty tomb with fear and at the same time great joy, to go tell the disciples what the angel has told them and what they saw with their own eyes.  On their way, they meet the risen Jesus, and they worship him.  And he tells them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

I think that this is what is supposed to happen with every one of us who encounter the Risen Christ on our journeys.  We are to GO AND TELL.  And oh, yes, don’t be afraid to do it.  I will go before you, says Jesus.  

Go and tell others that regardless of the fact that the world is at war in numerous places and that the wars we are fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq seem endless, and war with Iran looms over us, Jesus the Christ is still King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.

Go and tell others that no matter which political party gets its way with the health care crisis in our country, and no matter how our government leaders behave like school yard bullies with one another, that our God is the only true healer of our dis-ease.
Go and tell others that even though the news is full of stories of murders, rapes, tortures, kidnapping, child abuse, substance abuse, and the newest excuse for sin—sex addiction, and the grossest of sins that human beings can conjure up, that belief in the Risen Christ and his life within us can overcome all of our dysfunction and gives us hope, joy, and peace for the future that this seriously messed up world cannot give or begin to  understand.

Go and tell others that the world of finance is not our security—no it has failed us, just as the scriptures warn.  The finance industry has collapsed and a very few come out billionaires, to their own shame.  
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Someday there will be a reckoning.  Shame on them for profiting off the backs of those who have lost everything! 
Friends, God is our only security.  That which we experience by faith is stronger and more secure than that in which we invest our bodies, minds, talent, and our financial means—which ultimately fail us.

Go and tell others that God has been saving his people, those who call upon his name and believe in him, down through the centuries, as we heard in all of the Hebrew Scripture readings this evening.  And friends, I have great news this evening:  God continues to save all who call upon his name.  
Go and tell others that if they believe, they, too, will see Jesus, just as the women at the tomb saw him.  You see, he promises to go before us.  Converting others is not our responsibility.  We can convert no one.  Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit.  All we have to do is tell others what we have come to believe and experience.  Tell others what it is like to live into the kingdom of God.
Tell others how much Jesus loved us and gave himself for us, and that he loves them the same way.  We have only to be obedient, and Jesus will bear the fruit, in his own perfect time.  Like the women, we are to go and tell.
This is what I believe and why I made the decision to become a priest.  Some of the results of a life in Christ are that In Christ Jesus, I am whole.  I am loved by the One who loves as no other can.  In Christ Jesus, I have walked a path for my life that promises inner peace, healing, and strength from God’s spirit, no matter what is going on around me, regardless of what happens to me, no matter who betrays me or throws obstacles in my path, no matter what disappointments life holds.  

God’s love has always been larger than anything life has hurled at me.  I know that many of you can say the same thing.  And if that is so for you, I challenge you this evening:  go and tell your friends, your neighbors, and your loved ones that we serve a living, loving, saving God…a God who loved us so much that he let his Son take our place, paying for the sins and woes of humanity, so that we can live new lives, eternally in God’s Kingdom.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote:  “We are not human beings having a spiritual experience.  We are spiritual beings having a human experience.”  This is how God created us.  This was always God’s intention—for us to live life as spiritual beings.  Living into our spiritual being-ness is possible because by the Spirit of God, Jesus Christ rose from the dead and sent the Holy Spirit to us, so that his love and his Spirit are not restricted by a human body.

We, though many, are now his body on this earth.  Filled with his life giving Spirit, we are able to do the works he did.  He said that we would do more and greater works than he did.  Do you believe him?  Are you willing to live as if you do?  We are his hands and feet in this world.  We are alive in his spirit.  He feeds us with his own self in the Eucharist, and in his one body we are made one, just as he and the Father are one.  And he goes before us.
Dearly Beloved, how can we not go and tell all the world:  Alleluia!  Jesus Christ is Risen!   The Lord is Risen indeed!  Alleluia!
