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The dream of the Kingdom of God coming to earth has been shattered with Jesus’ crucifixion.  The disillusioned, battle weary disciples have lost their leader, teacher, and master.  In John’s gospel this morning we find Jesus’ followers tired, disappointed, and wallowing in scarcity.  But, in Jesus’ third resurrection appearance, he brings them hope for the future and new abundance in their efforts, and then he feeds them.

What would the disciples do with their lives?  How do you go to the edge of religious and social upheaval and promise of a new day, and then…nothing?  Well, a few of them, led by Peter, decide to go fishing.  Fishing is what these men know.  Fishing had been their livelihood before Jesus came into their lives, so back to fishing they go.  
But, something has changed.  Fishing no longer works for them.  They fish all night long and catch nothing.  Maybe the currents are not right, or they are not in the right place at the right time, or maybe it is just a streak of bad luck.  And then a stranger on the beach calls out to them to cast their nets to the right side of the boat.  The catch was so great that their nets could hardly contain it.  About that time John realizes that the stranger is Jesus and tells the others, “It is the Lord.”  
And so they make their way to shore with their catch of 153 large fish.  There stands Jesus, and he prepares a breakfast of fish and bread for them.  How true to the nature of Jesus to feed those who are hungry…
Remember the story of Jesus’ feeding the 5,000—how he took a few fish and loaves of bread and multiplied them to feed the crowds? The disciples at that time had complained to Jesus that the people were hungry and it was growing late in the day and how would they get something to eat.  
Jesus told them, “You feed them.”  And they ask, “Okay Jesus, how in the world do you expect us to feed them? All we see anywhere in sight is a few fish and loaves of bread.  You must be joking.”  Then Jesus shows them how it is done.

Well, this time, Jesus does not show them how.  He does not take the task into his own hands and perform a miracle.  This time he simply tells them what to do and they obey, and in doing so they discover the secret to success in a venture Jesus blesses.  

About ten years ago I was an interior designer and a real estate broker.  I had a modest, but lovely, comfortable home, was serving on the Board of Directors of the local symphony orchestra, volunteered for Habitat for Humanity, was a lead in a community musical comedy staged to raise money for cerebral palsy research, and participated in assorted other volunteer efforts..  

I had three cats, lots of friends, and was active in my local parish, serving over the years on everything on which one could serve as a lay person.  I took periodic retreats at a monastery, did some traveling.  You get the picture.  I should have been happy and content.  But, in a very real sense, my nets kept coming up empty.  My life felt flat.  I prayed, I searched, and I tried new and old tried and true ways to find meaning for my life.  
While I was in prayer one morning on my patio with a cup of tea and my bible on the table, I read this passage, and I had an Epiphany:  “Cast the net to the right side of the boat…”  
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That day as I went about my appointments, took the car to the garage for inspection, had lunch with a client, stopped at the supermarket, paid some bills—whatever I was doing, I kept hearing those words, “Cast your net to the right side of the boat…”  I started praying very intentionally for guidance and understanding.  What are you telling me to do Lord?  Why have these words penetrated my psyche and following me around?  What do you want from me?  Jesus was only too happy to show me, and well, here I am among you as a result of hearing Jesus’ call to me that day.

Saul of Tarsus in today’s reading from Acts has a similar experience, though much more dramatic.  Saul must not have been paying any attention to gentle nudges from Jesus.  In fact, he was a persecutor of those first followers of Jesus.  But, we see a powerful example of the lengths Jesus is willing to go to take hold of someone’s life when that life is part of God’s plan for the Kingdom.

“Who are you Lord and what do you want?”  Saul asks, “What is happening to me?”  While Jesus does not use these same words, “Cast your net to the right side of the boat,” the implication is the same:  Stop doing what you are doing!  Change direction!  And follow me.  And I will flood your life with spiritual abundance and joy and make you part of God’s living, breathing, redeeming, reconciling plan for humanity, and I am starting by knocking you off your horse, blinded.  

To me he said, “I am starting by getting your attention and following you around with a passage of scripture that will not let you go.”  To the disciples, he says, “I am changing the way you normally fish because doing things the way you have always done them just is not going to work anymore.”

Friends, we cannot come face to face with the Risen Christ, and go about business as usual.  
When Jesus decides to call you to be his disciple and use you for the Kingdom of God here and now, you obey, and when you do, your life is never quite the same.  
Of course, you can resist and ignore the signs along the way, and maybe you can even shun the church and make fun of those you see as religious.  Go ahead, do you what you have to do, but bear in mind that you just might put yourself at risk for being blindsided and knocked off your horse!  
How much easier it is to simply obey the subtle promptings of the Spirit and cast your net to the right side of your boat.  Stop and consider what you are doing, if what you are doing is not bearing fruit.  Stop and consider what you are doing if God is not blessing your efforts and yielding increase.  Stop and consider what you are doing if you are dissatisfied, empty, and lacking direction.  Stop, pray, go to the scriptures.  And simply follow Jesus in your normal day-to-day activities.  

This is not about trying to keep all new rules perfectly.  It is not about someone spouting scriptures at you about what you should do and what you should not do with very detailed, precise, black and white answers.  This is about pulling back, listening, and opening your heart and mind to the new life that Jesus brings in his Resurrection.  This is about leaving worn-out, dead ways of living and stubborn ways of thinking, and entering into the new light that the Lord shines into your hearts, and then bearing more fruit in your life than you imagined possible.

Today everyone wants to be self-actualized, self-fulfilled, entertained, and empowered.  But, once we have been touched by the Living Christ, if we ignore his call on our lives, it seems that the more we strive in our own strength to have it all, the more empty we become.  
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Jesus simply asks us to follow him, to be like him in spirit and love and in obedience.  He will fill the empty places, he will bear the fruit of righteousness and mercy in our lives, he will grant success and fulfillment.  
It does not necessarily mean that you will be called to ordained ministry, or to becoming a monk or nun.  It will mean that your life will have more meaning as you allow God to use you for God’s purposes.  Jesus gave himself completely to God the Father’s plan.  In doing so he paved the way for us.  His perfect life could not be held in the grave.  The divine power within him raised him to new life, and that new life is available to each and every one of us now, not just when we die, but right now!   

When we have given up our personal attempts at salvation and trying to make it on our own, the Resurrection breaks into our lives with its transforming power.  We need only to trust and receive—to enter into this amazing love, without reservation.  And we find that we give up what we really cannot keep, to gain what we cannot lose.  

I remember many years ago after my divorce, feeling very lonely and despondent.  I went to church for a special music concert one Sunday evening, and a woman with a beautiful voice and guitar sang a song that had a life changing effect on me.  I do not remember anything about her song except this one line, “If I’m lonely, it’s my fault.”

Our Loving God has provided everything we need.  Our lack comes not from being left destitute.  Our lack comes from not availing ourselves of the abundance, fruitfulness, healing and empowerment that God longs to bring to us.

Earlier I mentioned the feeding of the 5,000 where Jesus provides by performing a miracle.  In today’s gospel, Jesus just sits on the shore and watches.  The disciples, obeying their master’s voice, not realizing it was his voice, are able to do that which seemed impossible.  

Jesus reveals himself, sometimes in unexpected ways, to those who love him.  Therein is the secret of living in Resurrected life.  Those who love him and are open to possibility are able to see his Resurrection power at work even when they do not realize at first that it is he at work on their behalf.  He empowers us as we follow and obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit—then the miracles are worked in and through us.

Well, at the end of the story, the disciples come to shore with their miraculous catch.  Jesus takes from that which they bring, prepares it and feeds them.

This morning we come to the household of faith, we gather in worship and feed on God’s word.  We pray that we will hear the voice of Jesus to each and every one of us.  We share love and fellowship with one another.  And then Jesus feeds us at the communion table with himself.  Love that knows no boundaries pours himself out and meets our soul’s need.

I close with a quote from Friar Herbert McCabe:  “The gospel…is about the human person, Jesus, alive and present to us and loving us from his human heart.   Our Easter faith is that we do really encounter Jesus himself—not a message from him, or a doctrine inspired by him, or ethics of life, or a new idea of human destiny, or a picture of him, but Jesus himself.  It is in this that we rejoice.”

Alleluia!

